


3 September 2019

For the first time since I have been pastor we are an integrated parish!  Whereas five years ago we 
were two separate parishes, each with a school, along with an independent Franciscan Community 
Center – today WE ARE ONE COMMUNITY!  

There is lots of good news: our outreach to the poor and immigrants continues, our feeding of the 
hungry has improved, our clothing the naked has returned with the re-opening of our Thrift Store, 
we have welcomed the Geneva Christian school and many new families to our Community.  This good 
news helps to comfort our sadness from the loss of “our Sisters” in March.  We remain indebted to the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary for their decades of compassionate ministry to this neighborhood.  
Our parish life will honor their legacy.

Culminating five years of transition and integration, I am proud to share with you this news: our 
parish liturgies and prayer continue to be lively, our parish outreach is strong and growing and for 
the first time in memory our current-year operational income exceeded our expenses by $173,000.  

In May Fr. Dan Kenna, OFM returned to conduct the Franciscan Ecology visit, Holy Name Province’s 
strategic planning initiative, and then we welcomed Fr. David Convertino, OFM for the annual 
Franciscan Challenge, which raised $25,000.  As we begin the 2019 Stewardship Appeal please take a 
moment to read our Annual Report --- and actively reflect upon who we are and what we have done.  
Next, allow your mind and heart to realize what you have to be grateful for, and then consider what 
you might contribute to our community.

We will share more information about the Stewardship Appeal in the coming weeks and during the 
masses on September 21-22, you will have the opportunity to make your pledge to gospel living. 

I speak for the Friars and the Staff of Holy Name-St. Gregory when I say how grateful we are for your 
dedication to our community of faith. 
May the Lord’s peace be with you all! 

Yours sincerely,
 

(Rev.) Lawrence D. Ford, OFM
Pastor & Guardian

Holy Name of Jesus – St. Gregory the Great 
Franciscan Friars



PARISH CENSUS AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE

During the past year, we welcomed 90 new individuals, couples and families into our community.  
While our parish census increased to 2,240, these new members reflect the changing dynamic of 
our parish and neighborhood.  Where we have lost some members to “Sister Death” and others who 
have moved for professional and personal reasons, new members bring new life, fresh perspectives 
and build the optimism of our parish. During the course of the year, we baptized 77 children, and in 
May, 26 children received their First Eucharist.   Puerto Rico’s Archbishop Roberto Gonzalez, OFM 
returned in May and conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation upon 82 of our adolescents from St. 
Francis de Sales, Ascension and Holy Name - St. Gregory parishes.  Our evangelization efforts fur-
ther included the Confirming of 8 adults, half of whom received the Eucharist for the first time and 
two of whom were initiated through Baptism at the Easter Vigil.

We are a community of mercy and healing as we celebrated more than 150 hours of sacramental 
reconciliation and shared the Sacrament of the Sick with many of our infirm members in hospitals 
and nursing homes, in their apartments and during our four anointing services throughout the 
year.   In addition, six weddings were performed here and another eight couples were prepared for 
the Sacrament of Marriage celebrated around the world.    As a community of living faith we pray for 
the dead.  We celebrated 49 masses of Christian burial and more than a dozen memorial services. 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION
The Adult Faith Formation Committee again sponsored a vari-
ety of programs including the return of the Threshold Singers, 
and an evening of Taíze Prayer hosted by our Secular Fran-
ciscans. We also hosted the Lenten Vespers Series, the RCIA 
programs, and Spanish and English Bible study on the Books 
of Genesis and Exodus.

JUSTICE, PEACE & INTEGRITY OF CREATION
For me, the most fulfilling and personal experience of outreach and pursuit of justice was the letter 
writing campaign and communal support that helped to obtain Br. Abraham’s release from ICE 
detention during the Easter Triduum. Other JPIC activities included direct service to the poor through 
our Helping Hands food packaging event (40,000 meals), the JoyJ homeless outreach (300 comfort 
bags); joint advocacy initiatives on immigrant’s rights, anti-racism education, the MLK interfaith 
prayer service, continuing programs on Laudato Si’, environmental awareness and our Electronic 
Recycling, along with petitions for Bread for the World and for gun control.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Our Religious Education programs for children provide 
the faith formation and spiritual development of 
children from kindergarten through the ninth grades. 
Children are prepared for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation and First Eucharist in the third grade 
and Confirmation in the ninth grade. Last year 155 
children were enrolled and another two dozen 
preschoolers participated in Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word during the seasons of Advent and Lent.



COLLECTION COMPARISON
While our collections did drop last year, we were prepared for this and budgeted accordingly.  It is 
important to note that our collections increased appreciably from three years ago.   This reflects your 
intention and commitment to our parish community and demonstrates that we are good stewards.   
Again this year we should be encouraged by what we have done and inspired to continue our good 
work.  Thank You!

PARISH TREASURE
WESHARE

A hallmark of stewardship is a prayerful and planned response to God’s unending generosity.  
To strengthen our stewardship at Holy Name-St. Gregory, we offer two primary methods to contribute 
financially.  The most efficient and therefore most encouraged method is to register at WeShare; 
holynamenyc.churchgiving.com or to call the WeShare Customer Service Center at (800) 950-9952.   At 
this link you can verify a pre-existing account and establish a new one.  You can donate using your credit/
debit card or via direct debit from your bank account.   You will then be certain the parish receives your 
contributions even when you are away on vacation or business, thereby helping us with our planning and 
budgeting.  Using WeShare will allow you to plan and schedule your recurring contribution and make one-
time donations.  The second more traditional method is to request weekly contribution envelopes through 
the Parish office.   We currently provide 474 families with envelopes of which an average of 180 are used 
weekly.   Therefore, on this year’s Stewardship Pledge Card we are asking those who currently receive 
envelopes to confirm your desire to continue to do so.  

You can see our “Summer Melt” in the decline of summer collections.  Using WeShare helps you support 
the parish even during summer vacations.   You can access WeShare through www.holynamenyc.org and 
schedule your regular and special gifts to the parish as well as the food pantry and Helping Hands.  This year 
we enrolled 14 new WeShare participants, bringing our total users to 172.   Electronic giving accounted 
for 27% of our current year’s collection total.  WeShare is an important option for your consideration.  
This is a very good time for those not yet using WeShare to consider doing so, and for those who are to 
review your account and gift. 



ELEVEN-MONTH ANNUAL REPORT
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PARISH STANDING, ARCHDIOCESAN SUPPORT and CARDINAL’S APPEAL 
As the accompanying chart reveals, we operated at a surplus of $172,585.  This is a dramatic improvement 
from the deficits of years past.   You will note that our collections dropped minimally, and our surplus is 
realized by the rental incomes from the Geneva School in the St. Gregory building and the 14 organizations 
that rent space in our Community Center.   We used $157,000 of parish reserves to repair and renovate 
the Thrift Store culminating in its reopening in January.  We remain debt free and hold remaining reserves 
that continue to be invested in a secure and interest-bearing account with the Archdiocese.

Our operating revenues allowed us to meet all of our financial obligations, including our ADNY annual 
parish assessment ($96,000) and Catholic education assessment ($80,000).  Of special note, we met 
the new minimum wage requirements and provided a cost-of-living increase to the staff.  We have 
contributed $79,000 toward this year’s Cardinal’s Appeal goal of $148,000.  We remain in conversation 
with the Archdiocese regarding our participation in the Stewardship and Renew & Rebuild campaigns.   

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
St. Francis Thrift Store:  Having completed the façade repairs and 
resolved the Department of Buildings violations, in January we 
opened a refurbished and renewed Thrift Store.  While the issues 
proved more complex than anticipated, since our reopening, our 
neighbors have returned and our sales and donations have climbed 
to pre-closing levels.  Our gross sales have surpassed $150,000.  
We proudly support New York City’s “Back-to-Work” program that 
provides free professional attire for job interviews and the newly 
employed.

Food Program:  The Food Pantry experienced two complimentary changes this year: we expanded our food 
offerings and increased the number of people we serve.  Through grants and donations, we acquired new 
refrigeration and increased our storage capacities allowing us to introduce healthier food options: a new 
option of fresh fruits and vegetables, a broader selection of grains, proteins and dairy products and lower 
sodium items.  At the same time, we have doubled the number of clients served to 900 per month!   We 
provided more than 250 tons of food, a 66% increase over last year’s total.  Our “Sandwich Line”, offered 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, provides a full lunch to 450 people per week, a 200% growth over two years.  
We’ve noticed changes in our clientele which include an increasing number of elderly, more grandparents 
with children and adults caring for parents.  Our Food Program is more and more vital to our neighborhood.

Social Services: Additionally, the Social Services Referral program continues to assist hundreds of individuals 
and families in a variety of social services ranging from assistance with housing, social security, food stamp 
benefits, obtaining medical insurance, and life-event counseling.  We continue to provide services to nearly 
900 seniors through a partnership with One Stop at JASA and have a growing following of individual and 
family therapy clients through our partnership with Harlem Family Institute. 

Community Space: The FCC Building provides space to 14 organizations that rent from us, including
Evangelical Christian and Jewish worshiping communities, sports and senior social outreach programs, 
addiction support groups and counseling agencies as well as families and groups from our parish for family 
gatherings.  These rental revenues, combined with the Geneva School Rental and Thrift Store revenues, 
provide the financial resources that allow us to provide the outreach we offer and to operate with a financial 
surplus.



WEEKLY OFFERTORY GIFT CHART
Many Christians use the “biblical tithe” of 10% to plan their charitable giving, 
committing 5% to their local church and the remainder to the charities of their 
choice.  Please consider increasing your gift to the parish.  One small step 
by each household will have a significant impact on the ability of our parish to 
carry out its mission.

WHAT IS YOUR GIVING GOAL?
As stewards of the gifts that God has given us, we are all called upon to give back 
something to our parish. 

Please use the Commitment Card that you received in the mail to reflect your 
increased weekly offertory to Holy Name- St. Gregory.  Remember to bring your 
card to Mass on our upcoming annual Commitment Weekend of Sept.  21 & 22.
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Our Growing Community

LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH!



ADMINISTRATION
FINANCE COUNCIL
 Fr. Larry Ford, OFM 212-749-0276
PARISH OPERATIONS 
 Mr. Steve Pace 212-749-0276, ext. 113
COLLECTION COUNTERS
 Pat Friel 212-662-9459
WEBSITE
 Parish Office     212-749-0276

MINISTRIES
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
 Mary V. Widhalm 212-866-6797
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (Spanish) 
 Fr. John Heffernan, OFM 212-749-0276
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (French) 
 Deacon Andre Alexandre 212-749-0276
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
 Veronica Soto 212-749-0276
ADULT FAITH FORMATION
 Anne McCormick 212-724-1885
STEWARDSHIP
 Mike Archer 212-579-7868
JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION
   Julia McGinnity  917-400-0491

LITURGICAL MINISTRY
MUSIC MINISTRY
 Peter Adamczyk  212-749-0276
LITURGICAL COORDINATORS
 5:30 Marianne Devirgiliis  212-280-2671
 9:00 Frances Tome  212-865-8538
 10:30 Fr. John Heffernan, OFM 212-749-0276
 12:00 Anne McCormick 212-724-1885
 1:30 Andre Alexandre 212-749-0276
 5:30 Pat Friel 212-662-9459
ALTAR SERVERS/USHERS
LITURGY COMMITTEE
CHURCH ENVIRONMENT
 Fr. Larry Ford, OFM 212-749-0276

SPIRITUAL & PASTORAL CARE
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
 Fr. Barry Langley, OFM 212-749-0276
MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
 Fr. John Heffernan, OFM 212-749-0276
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
 Ms. Barbara Burns                           212-749-0276

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
SOCIAL SERVICES ~ THRIFT STORE ~
FOOD PANTRY ~ SANDWICH LINE 

   Leona Urena 212-932-8040

ORGANIZATIONS / GROUPS / SOCIETIES
CONTEMPORARY ADULTS
   Colette Prophet 917-744-7254
SECULAR FRANCISCANS (English)
   Peggy Ledger 212-535-2432
PROVIDENCIA
   Victoria Velazquez 212-662-7505
ALTAGRACIA
   Melania Cosme-Rivas 646-245-3115
SACRED HEART
   Iris Real 212-666-3040
GUADALUPE
   Irene Chavez 212-678-5080
GRUPO GUADALUPANO
   Cathy Martinez 973-392-3892
MAMAN MARIE
   Mimi Simon 212-932-7653
LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP (Filipino)
   Veronica Rosario 212-865-1623
FRENCH PRAYER GROUP
   Deacon Andre Alexandre 212-749-0276
SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
Patricia Russo y Maribel Nunez 646-353-8680
CENTERING PRAYER GROUP
   Georgetta Richards 212-222-5729



OUR STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Lord God, hear our every prayer.  We know that it is from your hand that we 

have received all that we have and are and will be.  You call us to be stewards 
of your abundance, care takers of all you have entrusted to us.  Help us always 
to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously.  We pray with 

grateful hearts in Jesus’ name.   Amen.




